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9.30am Refreshments

10.00am Welcome and introductions

10.15am Session 1 – “Areas that Could become of Importance for Biodiversity”

11.00am Session 2 – Review of mapped potential measures for habitat priorities 

12.30pm Lunch

1.15pm Session 3 – Review of mapped potential measures for overarching priorities

2.15pm Session 4 – Revisiting the “Areas that could become of Importance for 

Biodiversity”

2.35pm Plenary session

2.55pm Next steps

3.00pm Close



What are Local Nature Recovery Strategies?

Will agree the local priorities and associated actions for nature recovery and wider environmental 

benefits, that collectively will deliver a nature recovery network for England, ending the decline of nature 

and supporting its recovery.

Legal 

requirement - 

Environment Act 

2021.

48 across 

England – 

no gaps or 

overlaps.

Landscape-

scale.

Collaboratively 

developed.

Locally 

developed by 

appointed 

Responsible 

Authority.

Led by 

regulations and 

statutory 

guidance, a 

developed with 

Defra grant.



Making Space for Nature in Kent 
and Medway

• Set of agreed priorities for nature recovery, with 

measures to deliver.

• Shared vision for nature recovery and the use of 

nature-based solutions in Kent and Medway.

• Framework for joined-up action, developed with 

those that will be instrumental in its delivery.

• Ambitious but realistic and deliverable plan, linked to 

supporting mechanisms and finance.

• Spatially framed strategy for nature – focussing 

action to where its most needed and will deliver 

the greatest benefits.



How will LNRS inform nature recovery?

Action and investment directed to areas of greatest need and benefit.

Losses and impacts directed away from most valuable assets.

Statutory role 

in forward 

planning

Spatially identify 

the most value 

existing, and 

potential, areas 

for nature – land 

use planning

Biodiversity net 

gain strategic 

significance 

(delivery)

Direct 

investment, 

financing and 

funding

Link to 

Environment Land 

Management 

schemes and 

other grants

 

Functional 

strategy in 

development 

management



Words you’ll hear today

Areas of 

particular 

importance for 

biodiversity 

(APIB)

Mapped national 

conservation sites, 

local nature 

reserves, local 

wildlife sites & 

irreplicable habitat  

Local habitat 

map

The APIB and 

ACIB combined, 

with no overlaps.

Local nature 

recovery 

strategy

(LNRS)

Set of agreed 

priorities for 

nature recovery, 

with measures to 

deliver

Priority

Outcome we 

want to see for 

nature in Kent 

and Medway

Areas that 

could become 

of particular 

importance for 

biodiversity 

(ACIB)

Mapped 

opportunity and 

target areas.

 

Potential 

measure

Proposed action 

to deliver the 

priority



Work to date

Areas of particular 
importance for biodiversity



Work to date

Pressures & priorities longlist



Work to date

Initial priorities shortlist



Work to date

Revised priorities shortlist



Potential measures

Work to date



Data, evidence and information

Work to date



Which bring us to maps!



Where are the species priorities?

• Species priorities are being identified following a 

Natural England guided process.

• Similar approach of creating longlist and refining this 

down against criteria to provide focussed shortlist.

• Will be based on individual species and groups, 

based on habitat assemblages.

• KMBRC leading work, under steer of 35+ of the 

county’s species experts (Species Recovery Technical 

Advisory Group).

• Workshop 1st October in Marden.



Any questions?



Session one

“Areas that Could become 
of Importance to 

Biodiversity”



What are “Areas that Could become of 
Importance to Biodiversity”?

• Main purpose of the LNRS.

• Identifies locations to recover or enhance nature.

• Where action will deliver:

- greatest gains for nature; and

- greatest benefits from healthy, functioning 

environment.

• Areas where the county proposes effort should be 

targeted.

• Provides the spatial framework to influence and 

inform planning, land use, funding and investment.



How has the mapping been 
created?

• Mapping work undertaken by Kent Wildlife Trust and 

Kent & Medway Biological Records Centre. 

• Advised by a Data, Evidence and Mapping Technical 

Advisory Group.

• Data from LNRS Data Viewer and other local 

sources.

• Following Defra guidance.



How has the mapping been created?

1. Identify defining data and evidence for mapping potential measures - focussing on data that will 

enable identification of the areas most in need of action or where action will be most beneficial.

2. Map potential measures.

3. Determine if mapping criteria for potential measure provides sufficient focus or is it better included as 

a county-wide measure – remove those that aren’t sufficiently discrete. 

4. Use potential measures mapping to create wider focus areas for delivery of habitat-based priority.

5. Combine these focus areas to create initial draft ACIB layer.

6. Edit ACIB layer so that there is no overlap with APIB.



Map potential measures. Combine potential 

measures maps to 

create opportunity 

layer for habitat 

group, removing 

those that are not 

sufficiently defined.

Combine habitat priority maps

Initial draft ”areas that could become of importance for biodiversity” mapping

















Further input to refining maps

• 4 other workshops.

• Detailed review with county’s local planning authorities and 

National Landscape teams. 

• Sessions with farmers and landowners.

• Actions for nature outputs.

• Priorities for nature outputs.

• Using potential for habitat to deliver wider environmental benefits 

– focussing on areas where such benefits are most needed. 

• Unmapped potential measures.



Things to note about the “Areas that Could become of 
Importance to Biodiversity” mapping

First maps

Genuine opportunity to help 

refine.

Will be errors.

More editing to be 

done

Maps need editing, further 

refinement and what you 

see today will change.

How we determine ACIB 

undecided.

Overlap with APIB to be 

deleted.

Gaps and missing 

measures in ACIB

Exclusion of measures with 

broad coverage has created 

noticeable gaps in map.

Some of the refinement 

criteria has also resulted in 

gaps e.g. high-grade 

agricultural land.

 

Bottleneck blobs

Connectivity modelling tool 

creates large areas when 

identifying bottlenecks. 
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“Areas that Could 

Become of 

Importance for 

Biodiversity” 

based on overlay 

of mapped 

measures results 

in noticeable 
gaps



Would 

mapping of 

“Areas that 

Could Become 

of Importance 

for Biodiversity” 

based on 

density of 

measures be 

more 
appropriate?



Will not know which is best approach for determining “Areas that Could become of 

Importance for Biodiversity” until all underpinning layers of potential measures 

mapping is finalised and all possible refinement of these is complete.



Any questions?



Initial reactions to emerging 

“Areas that Could become of Importance for 

Biodiversity”?



Initial reactions

Coverage – too much, too little or about right?

Any areas of county that concern?

Distribution of areas across county?

Any questions?



Session two

Review of mapped 
potential measures for 

habitat priorities 



Habitat priorities

Our existing grasslands are conserved, with appropriate management returned 

to restore, connect and extend these habitats to deliver high quality, species-rich 

areas across the county.

The structural diversity of open mosaic habitat found on previously developed 

land and low level scrub is safeguarded from loss and damage, for the benefit of 

species that rely on early successional habitats.

Kent and Medway’s native woodland, trees and hedgerows are safeguarded 

from loss and under appropriate and active management, delivering robust 

ground flora and soil structures. A mixture of natural regeneration and 

new establishment, improves connectivity and provides an even greater 

contribution to climate change mitigation and resilience.



Habitat priorities

Our freshwater habitats are clean, sufficient and stable, in a healthy and good 

ecological state that supports an abundance and diversity of species. Catchments’ 

functions are restored to deliver a connected mosaic of wet habitats, improving 

water quality and managing flood risk across the county. 

Nature plays a central role in shaping the county’s built-up environments, with 

wildlife provided for in a network of connected green and blue spaces, which are 

also designed and managed to provide nature based solutions to the challenges 

facing those living in urban areas.

Coastal and estuarine areas are allowed to evolve, with natural processes and 

progression restored, to enable adaption and resilience to climate change. 

Management of habitat succession is delivered strategically and holistically, to 

minimise loss and support a range of high functioning, connected coastal habitats. 



Things to note about the potential measures’ maps

Unmapped potential 

measures

Maintenance or management.

Eligible area too broad to map.

No data or evidence.

No quick way of modelling.

First maps

Genuine opportunity to help 

refine.

May be errors.

More editing to be 

done

Maps need editing, further 

refinement and what you 

see today will change.

Broad coverage

A number of the potential 

measures, when mapped, 

produce extensive 

opportunities across county 

– these need refinement if 

they are to be used as layer 

in ACIB.

 













Any questions?



Aims of session

Ground truth the maps 

- Does the mapping pick up the areas of Kent where delivery of this measure is most 

needed and/or would result in the greatest gains and benefits?

- Does it direct to any areas it shouldn’t?

Focus the mapped measures not currently included in ACIB

- How might we refine these mapped potential measures, so we can better target the 
action and include them in the ACIB?

Enhance the maps

- Can any of the currently potential unmapped measures be mapped?  What data or 

evidence can be used to inform the mapping?



Session three

Review of mapped 
potential measures for 
overarching priorities 



Overarching priorities

Connectivity – High quality habitats are connected at both a county and local 

scale, providing more linked natural space for nature to thrive in and a landscape 

that wildlife can move through and adapt to change in.

Nature based solutions – Through actions to protect, manage and restore the 

county’s ecosystems we maximise our resilience to the challenges of climate 

change, tackle health and societal inequality and deliver well-being benefits, whilst 

simultaneously recovering nature.

Land management and land use – Land management and land use 

throughout Kent and Medway county not only meets the economic and social 
needs of the county, but also delivers nature recovery gains.



Things to note about the potential measures’ maps

Unmapped potential 

measures

Maintenance or management.

Eligible area too broad to map.

No data or evidence.

No quick way of modelling.

All nature based solution 

priorities.

First maps

Genuine opportunity to help 

refine.

May be errors.

More editing to be 

done

Maps need editing, further 

refinement and what you 

see today will change.

Broad coverage

A number of the potential 

measures, when mapped, 

produce extensive 

opportunities across county 

– these need refinement if 

they are to be used as layer 

in ACIB.

 



Any questions?



Aims of session

Ground truth the maps 

- Does the mapping pick up the areas of Kent where delivery of this measure is most 

needed and/or would result in the greatest gains and benefits?

- Does it direct to any areas it shouldn’t?

Focus the mapped measures not currently included in ACIB

- How might we refine these mapped potential measures, so we can better target the 
action and include them in the ACIB?

Enhance the maps

- Can any of the currently potential unmapped measures be mapped?  What data or 

evidence can be used to inform the mapping?

- Could we instead use these to inform or further focus the habitat-based potential 

measures’ mapping?



Session four

Revisiting the 
“Areas that could become of 
importance for biodiversity”



North Kent Dartford, 

Gravesham, Medway 

and Swale

East Kent Canterbury, 

Ashford, Thanet, Dover 

and Folkestone & 

Hythe.

Mid Kent Maidstone, 

Sevenoaks, Tonbridge & 

Malling and Tunbridge 

Wells

Kent-wide

• Will the ACIB direct action to where its most needed?

• Do any areas of the county feel under represented?

• What confidence is there in the ACIB and strategy in 

providing a framework for nature recovery in Kent and 

Medway?



North Kent Dartford, 

Gravesham, Medway 

and Swale

East Kent Canterbury, 

Ashford, Thanet, Dover 

and Folkestone & 

Hythe.

Mid Kent Maidstone, 

Sevenoaks, Tonbridge & 

Malling and Tunbridge 

Wells

Kent-wide
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